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METRO AREA EXPRESS LIGHT RAIL — PREMIER’S COMMENTS 

899. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. The budget was three months and 26 days ago. Does the Premier commit once 
again to his promise in the budget to deliver the rail projects by 2019? It had specific appropriations. Does the 
Premier recommit to what was said in the budget three months and 26 days ago? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

As I said, some projects may be scaled down. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They may. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. I want to hear the Premier. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As I said on radio, which apparently is the opposition’s major source of information, 
sometimes costs blow out and sometimes projects are delayed. The opposition underestimates the commonsense 
and understanding of the Western Australian public. I will give one example. When this government came to 
power in 2008, one of our earliest decisions was to delay the proposed stadium project and build the children’s 
hospital first. I think everyone in Western Australia agrees with that decision. The approach of the Labor Party 
was to redevelop Subiaco Oval. We went away from that. Site works have been done on the new stadium at 
Burswood. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: By this time — 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: By this time next year, actual construction of the stadium will be underway, and another 
six months later, by mid-2015, Perth Children’s Hospital will be completed. We deliver what we say we will 
deliver. 
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